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Dear Friends,

As we step into the summer season, I’m reminded of just how much our community has come together and
shown up for one another.

The past several months have brought real challenges, but through resilience, partnership, and unwavering
support from people like you, we are now seeing brighter days ahead. With renewed energy and optimism,
we continue our work at the St. Paul Eastside YMCA — growing, adapting, and strengthening the
community we all care so deeply about.

Wrapping up the first part of the year, I’m excited to share a few meaningful updates that reflect the impact
of your support and what lies ahead in the months to come.

Leading the Way in Youth Development
• Our Achievers program continues to serve up to 30 middle and high school students each week,

providing mentorship, academic support, and hands-on technology learning. In addition, our Career
Pathways program remains a vital resource, recently offering paid internships to 12 at-risk youth
living on the Eastside. These programs help young people build confidence, develop life skills, and
prepare for successful futures.

Empowering Young People Through Partnership, Education, & Lifesaving Skills
• 2026 marks our fourth year of partnership with TRIO Upward Bound and Metro State University,

providing academic and college preparatory support for underrepresented youth ages 16–19 from
low-income households (at or below 150% of the federal poverty level). This collaboration is
designed to equip young people with the skills needed for success in high school and beyond,
including college readiness, SAT preparation, and academic tutoring.

• Through this partnership, our Y hosts students four days per week, June through August, at no cost.
Participants engage in mentorship, workshops, and team-building activities that foster
self-confidence, leadership development, a strong sense of community, and personal responsibility.

• This year, we are proud to expand this partnership by incorporating Safety Around Water and First
Aid classes, along with a CPR training component. These additions will provide students with
swimming instruction and water safety education, helping them build confidence in and around
water while also gaining critical life-saving skills.
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Hello from the shores of Half Moon!

Each spring, Camp Warren transforms into the ideal home-away-from-home for hundreds of
soon-to-arrive summer campers. The snow and ice are melted (for good, finally!) as the garden, the Hitch
Deck, the A-field, and the lake thaw out and come back to life. Swans, geese, and loons return, with the
exchange of calls across Half Moon a sure sign that warmer weather is here to stay. Leaves return to the
trees, greenery takes over, and we relish in the special pre-summer bloom of lilacs.

While nature performs this annual tradition, the Warren
community prepares in other ways. There is much to be
done, and we frequently remind ourselves that many
hands make light work! Volunteers arrive onsite for Work
Weekends and special projects, preparing our grounds
and facilities for the months to come. Some help trim
trees and trails while others cut wood that will fuel
memorable opening campfires. Cabins need spring
cleaning, too, and even young campers can be seen
grabbing a broom before their session starts. It’s
amazing to see so many stewards of this place step up
each year to pitch in with the preparation — launching
boats, planting herbs, setting up equipment, and many
other tasks.

Even more of the community helps us prepare by supporting Camp Warren’s Annual Fund. Thanks to the
ongoing generosity of our donors (like you!), we’re able to provide scholarships (“camperships”) each year
ensure financial circumstances are never a barrier for families to send their kid(s) to camp. Right now, our
first giddy summer campers are already packing their bags! They’re getting excited to paddle and portage
the Boundary Waters, pitch an overnight tent on Girl Scout Island, and for some, venture away from home
for the very first time — all made possible through your support.

As we count down the days until these first campers arrive and the bustle of summer operations begins, I’m
excited to share some updates and highlights with you:

• 2026 has an extra week of summer, so before Girls Camp officially starts, we’ll welcome young
hikers to a few introductory backpacking trips and invite new boy campers to a four-day sampler
session to test out overnight camp. We’ll also provide an opportunity for 1G campers to go on a
pre-session Short Border trip.

• Many additional wilderness trips are planned for this summer, and we’re excited to introduce a new
training program for our trail staff team. On top of their usual Wilderness First Responder and
Lifeguard certifications, our guides will also be working to keep our tripping curriculum fresh,
up-to-date, and intentional.

fpw=8.50in.  fph=11.00in. this scrap area is 0.50in. by 8.50in. 2026-05-28 11:26:49 fpw=8.50in.  fph=11.00in. this scrap area is 0.50in. by 8.50in. 2026-05-28 11:26:49

fpw=8.50in.  fph=11.00in. this scrap area is 0.50in. by 8.50in. 2026-05-28 11:26:49 fpw=8.50in.  fph=11.00in. this scrap area is 0.50in. by 8.50in. 2026-05-28 11:26:49

Kayla.Martin
Typewritten Text
May 30, 2026

Kayla.Martin
Typewritten Text

Kayla.Martin
Typewritten Text



8002

main 13181

Growing Connections Across Generations
• This summer, we are excited to continue expanding our community garden, creating opportunities

for seniors and children from our Early Childhood Learning Center to learn and grow together. This
shared space fosters mentorship, promotes healthy lifestyles, and strengthens the bonds that make
our community so special.

Equipping Students for School Success
• In early August, we will again help prepare and distribute 500 backpacks filled with essential school

supplies to local elementary and middle school students at our National Night Out event. This
initiative is aimed at supporting families in need by ensuring students have the necessary supplies
to start the school year off right.

Your generosity as a donor and community supporter helps make all of this possible. Because of folks like
you, we are able to continue showing up for our neighbors, expanding opportunities, and ensuring that
everyone who walks through our doors feels supported and valued.

We are incredibly grateful to stand alongside you in this work. Together, we are not only meeting today’s
needs, but we are building a stronger, more hopeful future for the Eastside community.

Thank you for your continued partnership and belief in our mission. We wish you a joyful and refreshing
summer and look forward to all we will accomplish together in the months ahead!

With sincere gratitude,

Dru Dalton
Associate Executive Director, St. Paul Eastside YMCA

• Last summer, we introduced an option for a Teen
Artist emphasis program. This program encourages a
cohort of artists to work on multimedia portfolio pieces,
providing new avenues for achievement and creativity for
our in-camp teenagers. We’re seeing growing interest in
this program and look forward to offering it again
this summer!

• Ensuring that Warren continues to be inclusive and
accessible to all remains a key priority, and in recent
years, keeping camp affordable through increased
scholarship support to meet growing needs is as
important as ever. We see the far-reaching impact of
these gifts and continue to be immensely grateful for
every dollar donated.

• Volunteers are already hard at work planning Camp
Warren’s 100th Anniversary celebration taking place
next year! We’re looking for volunteers from every
generation to take part. Be sure to follow us on Facebook
and Instagram pages to stay in the loop, and contact us
directly to find out more about getting involved.

These updates represent more than just projects or programs; they represent the growth of a community
and the strengthening of a legacy that you help sustain.

Again, I want to extend my deepest gratitude for your partnership and generosity that has helped us
already accomplish so much. With your help, we’re positioned for a successful summer ahead.

Thank you for being an integral part of our Warren community!

With gratitude and excitement,

Jeanna Nesbitt
Executive Director, YMCA Camp Warren
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