
     
 
 
 

As another season unfolds at Camp Menogyn, I want to begin by
sharing my deepest gratitude for our amazing supporters (like
you!) who help make all we do here possible. From
transformational wilderness experiences and lifelong
friendships to our growing community that spans many decades
and countless borders — your generosity, enthusiasm, and
passion are the fuel behind our mission.

Reflecting on the first half of 2026 and looking ahead to
summer, I’m excited to share some meaningful updates with you
as we focus on connection, planning, and
long-term sustainability.

A Long-Term Vision Taking Shape
• The last year has offered an exciting opportunity to take a step back and dream about the future of

Menogyn. Staff, Board members, and volunteers are working together to shape and support the
camp’s vision for the years ahead.

• This leads us to this year, as we are working on completing a 10-year site plan that will guide
Menogyn’s physical and programmatic future. Developed through careful assessment, community
and staff input, and a commitment to responsible stewardship, this plan provides a roadmap for how
we care for our camp while preparing for the needs of future campers, staff, and partners.

• We will also be starting the process of re-envisioning our Strategic Plan this summer. With help from
our Community Board members, we look forward to gathering feedback as we prepare for the next
chapter of Menogyn’s operations.

• Importantly, these plans balance preservation with progress — ensuring that Menogyn remains a
place of simplicity, challenge, and wilderness while strengthening the infrastructure and programs
needed to support safe, inclusive, and high-quality programs for decades to come.

Alumni Connections and Community Building
• One of our offerings we are most looking forward

to this year is the return of Rendezvous Weekend,
taking place October 2-4, 2026. This weekend
will be an opportunity for former campers and
staff alumni to reconnect with camp and each
other. We hope this gathering becomes a
meaningful tradition once again and that many of
you will join us!
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Dear Andy and Kim,

If I had my way, every one of you would have the opportunity to see Center for Youth Voice program
participants in action.

You’d watch them debate bills and hear cases at Youth in Government.
You’d see them tackle global challenges and draft resolutions at Model
UN. You’d sit in on meetings they lead with legislators or observe them
guiding a Respectful Conversation™ in their classrooms.

I’ve had that vantage point for the past six years, and it never stops
filling me with pride and hope.

Right now, it’s easy to feel discouraged about politics, government, and
even the basics of civic life like voting or volunteering. The challenges
facing our communities can feel complex and daunting. But what I see
every day reminds me that change doesn’t start somewhere far off – it
starts with young people.

The students in our programs are clear-eyed about the world they’re
inheriting, and they show growing determination to shape something better for their future. They are
learning how government works, where decisions are made, and how to advocate effectively for the issues
that matter to them, their families, and their communities. Along the way, they’re building lifelong skills and
lifelong friendships with peers who share their commitment to thoughtful, respectful engagement.

And I will be the first to say you don’t have to take my word for
it! At our Model UN conference in April, a student from Duluth,
Kate D., was asked by a reporter what she valued most about
her experience. This was her response:

“It’s changed my life. It’s a supportive community where
you meet some of the most involved, capable students
you’ve ever met, but none of them are here to compete.
They are here to learn from one another, grow with each
other, and have respectful conversations, which is
something we need a lot more of in our world.”
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• Additionally, we are working towards gathering current
information on 100% of our Long Trip and Arctic Trip alumni.
This effort is the first stage in a strategic commitment to
updating contact information so that we can maintain long-term
connections with campers.

• Our Community Board continues to be a critical part of all we do,
made up of a dedicated group of individuals with a passion for
Menogyn’s mission and programming. They are committed to
being a supportive and inviting group that helps advise,
advocate, and support Menogyn’s strategic direction and
mission delivery. We are looking to add members! If you or
anyone in your network might be interested in joining, please
reach out to info@campmenogyn.org.

What’s In Store for Summer
• We continue to see strong participation and engagement across

our programs year-round, with over 1,500 participants joining
us within the last year. Registration demand remains high, with
summer enrollment just below 700 campers, and right now our
staff team is busy preparing for another impactful summer
season. Our fall/winter/spring programming continues to grow
as well, serving more kids, adults, and families each year.

• Thanks to your support, we are also maintaining our
commitment to access, providing over $140,000 in financial
assistance in 2025. Scholarships remain a cornerstone of our
work, ensuring that financial barriers do not prevent young
people and families from experiencing the wilderness, personal
growth, and community that define Menogyn.

You know as well as we do that Camp Menogyn has always been more than a camp. It is a place where
people discover resilience, confidence, and belonging — carrying with them lessons that last long after a
trip ends. In speaking with alumni, families, and campers, I am continually reminded of the deep and lasting
impact this community has had on so many lives.

Thank you for walking alongside us as we plan for the future, invest wisely in the present, and continue to
inspire people to connect with the wilderness and with one another. Here’s to another
unforgettable summer.

With gratitude and excitement for what lies ahead,

Forrest Ahrens
Executive Director, YMCA Camp Menogyn
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That right there is the impact you help make possible.

Your support fuels a generation of young people who have the knowledge,
skills, and motivation to participate meaningfully in civic life – and to lead
with curiosity, respect, and purpose. I am deeply grateful for your
generosity and commitment to this work that helps make it possible.

On behalf of all those you reach through your partnership, thank you for
being a vital part of our Center for Youth Voice community.

With appreciation and well wishes for a wonderful summer ahead,

Amy Anderson
Center for Youth Voice Executive Director

P.S. Did you know that the 2026–2027 program year marks the 80th anniversary of
Youth in Government and the 40th anniversary of Model UN? Join the Center for
Youth Voice Alumni & Friends Network to stay informed about programs and events
happening during this milestone year. You must opt in by scanning the QR code to the
right. Feel free to reach out to me directly at Amy.Anderson@ymcanorth.org to find out
more about getting involved. �
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SCAN HERE TO STAY
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